Area Media Covering
‘Cobra Beat’ Case

By ILEANA DOMINGUEY,
Assnciare Edlior

Mast Miami| area newspupers, radio and television
stitions thal stress news coverage, have dealt at least one
time with The Cobra Beat affair at South Mismi Senior
High.

The Herald's local news assignment editor, Mike Bax-
ter. explained what made the story newsworthy: 1 was a
very unusual situation and a conflict that you rurely hear
about,™

The Miami News devoted front page space to the
proceedings hecause, according to assignment editor Tom
Kimbell, “there are many individuals taday Lrying Lo
‘buck the establishment’, We didn't see where the school
could've dictated such policies so we decided to let people
know whalt these policies were, ™

Tomas Regalado, news director for WEAB Radio and
latin news correspondent for WINZ-AM, stated that the
stations he represents felt “it wis 4 direct case of dis-
crimination against the Spanish people and that it was 4
proud thing for a young Cuban te fight for his heritage.”

Steve Hammel, morning newsman for WMIX Radio
(96 X, staled that the Cobra Bear affair hatl also bewen
discussed for 90 minutes in the station’s weekly Sunday
talk-show, *Reality Ranch™,
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Channel 7 evening news assignment editor, Don
Adams, commented that “people attending school are
being instrucled towards open mindedness and here we see
4 conflict of the choice not being allowed, Our TV
audience certainly wants lo know why and we're giving
them this service by covering it in any wuy we can.”

Reaction 1o this extensive publicity is varied among
SMSH community members.

Rick Rodriguez, Junior Class President and Serpent’s
Tale News Editor, stated: *1I"'m afraid that our school —
a5 covered in Lhe press — hus come out very negatively,
The impression that the press is giving to the SMSH
community is that we're more concerned with controversy
than learning.™”

Assistant Principal Elizabeth Henry leels most of this
news coverdge was “lair and pretly accurate except for
Sam Heneckson's articles in the Communin Newspa-
pers”

Ms. Anne Kinney, Media Specialist, feels very strongly
about preferring the matter “being solved in school, not in
courl, 50 that the negative publicity given 1o the school
would have been avoided,™

“A ot of problems begin when peaple ussume athers
are nol willing to lsten,” commented Rick.

@@@@U 8 otate News /

Adminsiatan ban publeation

= Student editor petitions ACLU

By TEASIE R

i Frislimied Coan” Baisia  1he paper “mus sacH)
bl L T e 1
- Fodignet b &

s e Editor of
whch rold Bl W F "

CLATMING s st
bot o Am ik C10F LSBT Linke: g

iF. Bafipm: sk b

A fk

Suit fight: school

o e L LI T B T T

il midr tarw vl PEHRE b Aversay
B itk Suphe . Rauis, g
e o B Creid

[ByPuvT—

e
Lo priscipid Tef waivas

B LR EERRCRRGN
S wan fasead by mifiers wl ke
Waren Rapibell, griscpal peinsd
e L e TR T et oty s o
L]

& Fber ] et Tl P Ll bee b4 o0 o sl st
f Frpid bk by Flrd s wae b he dmerhies 000
by onghem Baiks 8 bebad  Literiiss Kmam of Fharbds
e b D e
e b
Dids Schmst Bamrd far

e o B
Frimn shisnias i

T

e

Mie Fleabed ey
" s and TR AL e sa
TN AR ke vt el Cor b

mbarny.
Bedpile A4 thabeg b B e

all News

that appeared in The Migmi Hervald, Ef Miwmi
friife, Crmmunity Newspapers, and The Serpent’s Tale,

. for right to publish school paper :

i

Sees Ethnic

ic |
b

Cobra Editor Ready to Strike in Federal Court -~

" Memevadmand L Saom of s 1
Trieyd

Students Sue Principal Over

1

B EE

F'E
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