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Be positive! 

Take the approach of a 

positive ñcoachò when 

working with your 

child. A child learns 

best from a parent who 

is supportive and un-

critical. Your child 

needs to hear you say 

again and again, ñYou 

can do it!ò  

Å Always set your child 

up for success to build 

self-efficacy (personal 

belief that he or she is 

capable). This ñI-canò 

attitude means your 

child is less likely to 

quit, even when learn-

ing proves difficult. 

Un-plug the TV! 

Å Unplug the TV. The 

time is better spent 

reading.  

Å When your child does 

watch TV, turn on the 

closed caption option 

to develop concept of 

word/word identifica-

tion. Encourage the 

viewing of quality edu-

cational programming 

to build knowledge 

base and vocabulary 

that are necessary for 

good comprehension.  

Reading is the key to all learning...therefore , letõs  

B-U-I-L-D a better reader!  

November 2009 

Dr. María G. Méndez  

Editor , Publisher and 

Translator                    

 

Increase the time spent 

reading! 
Å   Studies show the aver-

age child spends only 

5 minutes a day read-

ing outside of school 

hours. That is simply 

not enough practice!  

The single most im-

portant activity related 

to eventual success in 

reading is time spent 

reading... practice, 

practice, practice!  

 

 

 Can you dedicate at 

least 20 minutes per 

day to guide your 

childôs reading prac-

tice? That time adds 

up to over 100 hours a 

year. These hours of 

practice with your one

-on-one help will 

make a big difference 

in your childôs reading 

ability. 

 

This is how to B-U-I -L-D a Better Reader 

Learn new ways to 

practice at home! 

Å Keep up the good things 

you are already doing to 

help your child in 

school, such as supervis-

ing homework and read- 

   ing books together daily! 

Å Learn simple yet effective 

strategies for helping your 

child practice reading at 

home.  

Enjoy learning a poem 

with your child. 

Decide to partner with 

the school! 
Å The school has a role to 

play and so do you. The 

school provides initial in-

struction. Your part is to 

give your child opportuni-

ties to practice what is 

learned in school at home. 

What does it take to be-

come a good reader? Prac-

tice, practice, practice.  

Your decision to make 

your childôs education a 

priority makes a big dif-

ference. There is a 

strong correlation be-

tween parent involve-

ment and academic per-

formance.  

Adapted from 

Build a Better Reader 

 

María G. Méndez, EdD  



 

     

 

 

 

PAGE 2 HTTP:/ /SMSH.DADESCHOOLS.NET/ VOLUME 5,  ISSUE 2 

   College fairs may not 
have peanuts, popcorn, 
and pony rides, but 
they can be very infor-

mative and even fun. 
College fairs give you 
the chance to talk to 
admissions officers and 
get the scoop on every-
thing, from what 
courses are offered to 

life on campus. Fairs 
can also help you rule 
out colleges, as well as 
introduce you to new 

ones.  

   You find noise and 
crowds at most fairs, 
and college fairs are no 
different. So, have a 

plan for before, during, 
and after you go.  

Before the Fair  

   Before you set out, it 
will help to consider 

what you want from a 
college. Write down col-
lege characteristics that 
are important to you. 

Review websites and 
catalogs of colleges on 
your list and write down 

questions that aren't 
answered in the materi-
als. You should also ask 
questions about your 
own interests, such as 
activities you'd like to 

pursue and course re-
quirements for the ma-
jors in which you're in-
terested.  

 

What to Bring  

   Before you head out the 
door don't forget to bring 

a pen and small note-
book, your questions, and 
a bag to hold all the col-

lege brochures and infor-
mation you'll get. Con-
sider printing out self -
stick labels with your ad-
dress, contact informa-
tion, and graduation date 
to stick on college infor-

mation cards at the fair.  

During the Fair  

Navigating a college fair 

can be challenging. 

There are many booths 

to visit  and people to talk 

to. Focus your visit so you 
can get some in -depth 
knowledge about the col-
leges that really interest 

you.  

Review the list of col-

leges at the fair and 
plan to visit the col-

leges that interest you 
most.  

If the fair provides a 

map showing where 
colleges booths will 

be, plan out a route to 
avoid back - tracking.  

If the fair has informa-

tion sessions with ex-

perts, block out time to 
attend those that inter-
est you.  

After you visit a col-

lege's booth take a few 
minutes to jot down 
what you've learned.  

   Try to leave some time 
at the end just to browse 
through some of the 
booths you didn't get to ð

you could stumble on a 
great college you hadn't 

considered.  

After the Fair  

   Spending  the day at a 

college fair can be ex-

hausting. You'll probably 

come  home with a bag or 

bags full of information. 
Here are some post - fair 

dos and don'ts to keep you 
on track:  

Do:  Relax when you 

get home. Take a 
break ðyou've earned 

it!  

Don't:  Put the college 

materials in the back 
of your closet. Keep 
them on hand for 

when you're ready to 
review them.  

Do:  Look through the 

materials, and your 
notes, within the 
week.  

Don't:  Keep every-

thing. Weed out col-
leges that aren't a 
good fit.  

Do:  Research colleges 

that interest you. Ex-
plore websites, re-
quest more informa-
tion from admissions 
offices, and plan to 
visit.  

Colleges Attending:  

     Univ. of South Florida  

     Univ. of Central Florida  

     Florida Atlantic Univ.  

     Bryant Univ.  

     Florida State Univ.  

     Univ. of West Florida  

     Monroe College  

     Nova Southeastern Univ.  

   ATI Career Training Center  

    Florida International Univ.  

    Univ. of Miami  

    Miami Dade College  

    Marines  

   Univ. of New Haven  

 

 

ATI Career Training Center   

When:  11/3/09  Time:  12:30 to 2:15 p.m.  

María G. Méndez, EdD  
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  South Miami 

Senior High 

School is excited to an-

nounce the school wide im-

plementation of Reading 

Plus. High school students 

struggling to transition from 

the ñlearning to readò to the 

ñreading to learnò phase 

need to read independently 

at an appropriate rate with 

good comprehension.  

Mastering these skills not 

only helps students become 

independent learners, but 

also succeed on high stakes 

test like FCAT, ACT and 

SAT.  Proficient independent 

learners will also benefit 

from this program which 

builds fluency and enriches 

vocabulary.  This internet-

based reading program has 

been purchased by Miami-

Dade County Public Schools 

for every student.    
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Reading Coaches: Maria V. Amor 

                                Arlette F. Span 

The Reading Plus Virtual 

Tour is available at 

www.readingplus.com 
(the virtual tour icon is 

located on the lower right 

hand side in pur-

ple). Students can access 

Reading Plus at any pub-

lic computer using mdcps 

(lowercase letters) and 

their seven digit student 

n u m b e r 

(mdcps1234567) as their 

username and pass-

word.  Reading Plus is 

accessible to students at 

www.readingplus.com/u

sers and the school site 

code is smsrhigh.  

Preparation for your first 

test should begin after the first 

day of class; this includes study-

ing, completing homework as-

signments and reviewing study 

materials on a regular basis.  

Budget your time, make sure 

you have sufficient time to study 

so that you are well prepared for 

the test.  

 

 

 

 

Go to review sessions, pay 

attention to hints that the in-

structor may give about the test. 

Take notes and ask questions 

about items you may be confused 

about.  

Ask the instructor to specify 

the areas that will be emphasized 

on the test.  

Make sure you go to the class 

right before the test; it's another 

prime time for the instructor to 

give out more hints or the format of 

the test.  

Go over any material from 

practice tests, homeworks, sample 

problems, review material, the 

textbook, class notesé 

Eat before a test. Having food 

in your stomach will give you en-

ergy and help you focus but avoid 

heavy foods which can make you 

groggy. 

Don't try to pull an all nighter. 

Get at least 3 hours of sleep before 

the test.  

P u t  t h e  m a i n 

ideas/information/formulas onto a 

sheet that can be quickly reviewed 

many times, this makes it easier to 

retain the key concepts that will be 

on the test.  

 

 

 

 

    Try to show up at least 5 

minutes before the test will start.  

Set your alarm and have a 

backup alarm set as well.  

Go to the bathroom before 

walking into the exam room. You 

don't want to waste anytime worry-

ing about your bodily needs during 

the test.  

María G. Méndez, EdD  

Adapted from testtakingtips.com  

https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.readingplus.com/
https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.readingplus.com/users
https://portal-mail.dadeschools.net/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.readingplus.com/users


Parent Portal 
To view your childõs current grades, you may create a parent account by these sim-

ple steps:  

Before you start, you must have the following information of your child:  
1. 7 digit MDCPS Student ID number  

2. 6 digit Parent Pin number  ð given to you by the main office in your childõs school 

3. Studentõs Birth date  (mm-dd-yyyy)  

4. Studentõs home zip code  

5. Studentõs state or country of birth  
 

How to Register for the Parent Portal  
1. Turn on the Computer.  

2. Open the Internet browser  to the M -DCPS home page by typing www.dadeschools.net . in 

the address bar.  

3. Click the Parents tab 

4. The dadeschools.net Parents page will be displayed.  

5. Click Login to Parent Portal  

6. Click Create an Account  

7. Parent Account Registration page will be displayed.  

8. Read then  click Next  

9. Step 1: Enter in all necessary student information  

10. Click Add This Student  

11. If no errors, the screen will change to display the message: Student has been successfully 

added. Do you want to add another student? The added student(s) name will display un-

der the Registered Student field.  

12. Short Cut: When selecting Birth State and Birth Country, place the cursor in the drop down 

menu, type the first letter of the State or Country you are looking for. The list will display the 

state or country starting with that letter. If you need to, scroll down to make selection.  

13. Answer Yes, if you want to add additional children, but you must have all the necessary infor-

mation including the other childõs Parent Pin number. 

14. Answer No, if you do not want to add any additional children and proceed to Step 2.  

15. Step 2: Parent Information page will be displayed. Verify that all of the information is correct  

16. You may enter in or confirm two email addresses, for school communications and techni-

cal support  

17. Click Next to go to Step 3  

18. Step 3: Account Confirmation and Password ð provides the parent user ID number and a tem-

porary password (which you can change after 24 hours ) 

19. Print this page for your records  

20. Exit or Login to Parent Portal  

21. If you choose to Login - The Log in screen will be displayed.  

22. Login with User ID number and temporary password  

 

Please use this account to monitor your childõs progress throughout the year. 
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College Fair 

11/3/09 from 

12:30 to 2:15 p.m. 

 

Senior Parent Night 

12/2/09 at     6:30 

p.m. 

 

Honor Roll/Reading 

Plus/PTSA Parent 

Night 

11/17/09 at  6:30 

p.m. 

 

Testing Schedule 

Mondays & 

Tuesdays 

        Health, JROTC,     

Magnet, Math, 

Reading, Social 

Studies, Voca-

tional courses 

 

Wednesdays 

       Make-up day 

 

Thursdays and 

Fridays 

      ELL, fine art, Lan-

guage Arts, PE, 

Science and World 

Languages 

Middle School Visit 

12/9/09 at     9:30 

a.m. 

 

Science Night 

12/10/09 at 6:00 

p.m. 

 

Curriculum Carou-

sel 

1/14/10 at    6:30 

p.m. 

 

Subject Selection 

Interim Tests 

12/14/09ð

12/18/09 

 

Midterm Exams 

1/5/10ð

1/15/10 

 

FCAT Writes  

2/9/10ð

2/11/10 

 

FCAT 

3/9/10ð

3/19/10 

On Tuesday, Novem-

ber 3, 2009 at  6:30 p. m. 

in the school auditorium we 

will host our Senior Parent 

Night.. Several items of 

utmost importance to sen-

iors and their parents will 

be discussed. Be sure to 

attend and receive this 

valuable information. 

Items to be discussed: 

Graduation require-

ments 

Senior Activities 

College applica-

tions 

Financial Aid 

María G. Méndez, EdD  

   South Miami Senior High 

School proudly announces our 

1st Annual Science Discovery 

Night.  This event will take 

place on Thursday, December 

10th from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. in 

the Cobra Tower cafeteria.  

Activities will include hands-on 

laboratories in the  

 areas of Earth Space Science, 

Biology, Chemistry and Phys-

ics. 

    Our schoolôs Science Fair 

finalists will be on display for 

viewing.  In addition, we will 

observe planets, stars, and the 

moon on the Cobra Football 

Field using a variety of tele-

scopes. 

Mercy Aycart,              

Science Dept. Chairman  

Bright Futures 

 


