Exotic Species Project: Wanted Dead or Alive

Adapted from Kathryn Weatherhead

http://whyfiles.org/160invasive_spec/index.html (Go to link for examples!)
Also known as:  Invasive Species, Nonindeigenous Pecies, Non-native Species, Introduced Species

Background Information:  Go to the Environmental Literacy Council’s web page at http://www.enviroliteracy.org/article.php/40.html or search for other information on the internet.

Choose a Species:  Choose an invasive species that interests you.  It must be a species that is invasive in the U.S. and it cannot be a duplicate of what someone else is doing (talk to others to make sure yours is original).  Here is a list of a few examples.  There are others that you can use as well.  

· Asian clam (Corbicula fluminea)

· Asian swamp eel (Monopterus albus)

· Chinese mystery snail (Cipangopaludina chinesis malleata)

· Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)

· Snakehead fish (Channa micropeltes)

· Yellow iris (Iris pseudacorus)

· Nutria (Myocastor coypus)

· Kudzu (Pueraria Montana var. lobata)

· Redbelly tilapia (Tilapia zillii)

· Zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha)

· European starling (Sturnus vulgaris)

· Fire ant (Solenopsis invicta)

A few web sites that might help you are:  http://invasivespecies.gov/profiles/main.shtml
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2004/6/photogalleries/invasive/  http://www.invasive.org/ 
Research:  Obtain more information on your species by doing a web search.  Be sure to document your sources.  You are required to have each photo or graphic credited to the source, and should have a minimum of THREE internet sources.

The Product:

1. A “WANTED” poster for your species.  It must be done on 12 x 18 poster size on the computer.  Your finished product should be printed out and brought to class on the day it is due.  Your poster must include.
· NAME/ALSO KNOWN AS (Scientific name/common name or “criminal name”

· PICTURE – a color photograph or drawing

· IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS – key features to look for when identifying the criminal

· LAST SEEN – where did the species originally come from?  You must include a MAP!

· SUSPECTED HIDEOUTS – include a map of the U.S. with its current distribution shaded; description of preferred habitat

· CRIMES COMMITTED by your species (crimes must be specific to your species and not just general to all invasive species)

· REWARD for elimination of your species (think ecologically, economically, socially, politically – again, be specific for your species)

· Color, neatness and creativity count!

2. Bibliography – list of internet sites which should be taped to the back of your poster.
3. Presentation – you will share the information on your species with the class in a brief oral presentation on Wednesday December 19th or Friday, December 21st (2-3 minutes).

50 points total (worth a test grade!!!!)

Other examples…

Sea Lampreys,

Snakehead fish

Grass Carp, Buffalo Carp

Red Fox (native to Europe)

Rainbow trout, Brown Trout (brook trout are native) introduces outside of native habitats

Feral cats, dogs

Coyotes in East

Walking catfish in Florida

Zebra Mussels

Capybara

Rabbits,  Cain toads (Australia) 

Brown tree snake, Guam

Mongoose, rats, fire ants, in Hawaii 

